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HOLLYWOOD ETHICS 
 

April 14, 2022 

1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

2.5 CLE Hours (all professional conduct) 

 

Featuring Renowned Speaker Attorney Joel Oster 

 

From My Cousin Vinny to Lincoln Lawyer, from Atticus Finch to Lt. Kaffee, Hollywood lawyers have a lot to 

teach us about the Rules of Professional Responsibility. Using Hollywood story lines as a starting point, this 

class dissects the rules and applies them to real-life cases. WARNING: All characters appearing in this 

presentation are NOT fictional! Any resemblance to real lawyers, living or dead, is purely intentional. 

 

AGENDA 

1:30 - 2:00 Ethics and Professionalism 

 What is the difference between legal ethics and legal professionalism? 

 The Lawyer’s creed: Duties to clients, opposing side, courts, colleagues, profession and 
the public. 

 

2:00 – 3:00 Lawyer’s Duty of Diligence and Competence 

 A Few Good Men – Diligence: Drawing the line between procrastination and having a 
life 

o Model Rule 1.1 
o Model Rule 1.3 
o Model Rule 1.3, cmt 3 

 Lincoln Lawyer – (1) The difference between making the prosecution prove its case and 
perpetuating a lie and (2) Two minute drill to disbarment 

o Model Rule 1.8 
o Model Rule 3.3 
o Model Rule 3.3, cmt 5 

 And Justice for All – Knowing your breaking point 
o Model Rule 1.7, cmt 10 
o Model Rule 1.2, cmt 5 

 My Cousin Vinny – Learning on the fly … competently  
o Model Rule 1.1, cmt 2 
o Model Rule 1.1, cmt 5 

 

3:00 – 4:00 Material Misrepresentations and Other Bad Things 

 Rainmaker – (1) When can you solicit and (2) Ratting each other out 
o Model Rule 7.3 
o Model Rule 8.3 

 Chicago – What does the public have a right to know?  
o Model Rule 1.8 
o Model Rule 3.5 

 Liar Liar – Is there such a thing as courtroom TMI? 
o Model Rule 3.3 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

This Webinar will use ZOOM   Mail Registrations to: LCBA  

You will receive the link to join prior to the seminar    627 Broad Street 
          Elyria, OH 44035 

 Cost: LCBA Member:  $80    Or email us at  lcba@windstream.net  
          Non-Member:     $105    Call for Credit Cards**  440-323-8416  
 
 
 **A $5 surcharge will be added for payments made by credit/debit cards.  Cancellation Policy:  Individuals canceling up to 48 hrs prior to the date of the 

seminar will be issued a credit for attending a future seminar.  Those not attending or leaving early will receive the course materials in full consideration 
of the seminar fee paid.  

 

Hollywood Ethics 

NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE:____________________________OHIO SUPREME COURT #_______________________________ 

 
 

 
PRESENTER BIO 

 
Joel is a seasoned litigator and regular speaker to attorneys and non-attorneys alike.  He currently is in private 
practice in Kansas City, specializing in constitutional litigation, campaign finance, sports law and appellate 
advocacy.  He previously served as senior counsel with Alliance Defending Freedom at its Kansas City Regional 
Service Center. While at ADF, he was counsel for the Town of Greece, New York in the landmark case 
Galloway v. Greece.  Joel argued the case before the United States District Court for the Western District of 
New York and the Second Circuit, and was part of the legal team presenting the case to the U.S. Supreme 
Court where they successfully defended the Town against a challenge to its practice of opening its sessions with 
an invocation. 
 
Oster regularly litigates First Amendment issues.  As lead counsel in Freedom from Religion Foundation v. 
Obama, Oster skillfully defended the constitutionality of the National Day of Prayer against an Establishment 
Clause challenge. Before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit, he successfully defended the right of an 
organization to have a pro-life specialty license plate in Missouri in Roach v. Stouffer. In Wigg v. Sioux Falls 
School District, he successful represented an elementary school teacher in obtaining equal access to school 
facilities after contract time after she was denied that right based on the viewpoint of her speech.  In addition, 
Oster has defended various churches based on the Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act, 
against discriminatory zoning codes and regulations.  Oster also has defended various individuals, corporations, 
and political committees against discriminatory and unconstitutional campaign finance regulations.   
 
Joel has also spoken to thousands of attorneys across the United States and has learned from their successful 
and unsuccessful legal practices.  Joel brings this practical perspective to all his seminars. 
 
Oster earned his J.D. in 1997 from the University of Kansas School of Law.  Oster is admitted to the bar in 
Kansas, Missouri, Florida, and numerous federal courts. 
 
Joel is currently in private practice in Kansas City, specializing in constitutional litigation, campaign finance, 
sports law and appellate advocacy.  
 


